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Ever wanted to inspect and assess your underwater gear for possible dam-

age without an expensive haul out?  

Now you can!                    

Ever dreamed that there was a device to do all this and make you some 

serious coin by renting it out to fellow boaters?  
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Commodoreôs Report from Ron Sheets 

Underwater Robot  

Ever thought you'd like to look under water, without 

getting wet?  
Now you can!  

Ever wanted to retrieve some valu-

ables that had dropped into the har-

bor (like expensive prescription sun-

glasses or tools) without paying a 

scuba driver?  

Now you can!  

Doug Dawson has found the " Underwater Robot ". Now you can do all 

these things. Let your imagination run as you show off your new gadget to 

your fellow boaters on the dock. You will discover limitless other underwa-

ter uses.  

Features of the Underwater Robot  

¶ The brand new Underwater Robot boasts an 

amiable 360 degree  camera with a bright built-

in light. 

¶ The camera projects onto a 7" Sony H/D 

Video monitor  to show you just where the 

valuables are hiding. 

¶ The stainless steel claw and cable are strong 

enough to grab hold and raise a heavy item 

like an anchor or a propeller. For much heav-

ier items like an outboard motor or snowmobile, 

just attach a quick release/trip line to the hook 

provided.  

¶ The claw is also gentle enough to pick up 

fragile, expensive articles like sunglasses  

from a depth of 50 meters/160 feet.  

¶ HD marine cable (50m/160ft) can withstand a 

pull of up to 100kg/220 lbs.  

¶ Amazingly clear video picture, even in murky 

water, let's you explore for up to 8 hours on a 

rechargeable battery.  

¶ The remote controlled claw is lowered verti-

cally on the cable to let you pick up valuables 

from directly below your dry location of a dock 

or boat. 

¶ The fin stabilizes the camera  from spinning 

on the cable.  

¶ You can attach a cord to the fin to pull the 

camera out from vertical  to view items be-

tween docks or a snowmobile that has fallen 

through the ice. So, you can view and pick up 

items from locations where you cannot physi-

cally stand. You can have the claw and cam-

era reach out.  

¶ To change the angle of the camera 90 de-

grees  so you can see the bottom of your boat, 

hang it from the fin leaving the cable slack. 

¶ Weight including case is only 10 kg/22 lbs . 

¶ One year warranty  on parts and labor. 

¶ The Underwater Robot Kit is complete and 

ready for fun or work exploring underwater and 

retrieving treasures.  

¶ Go to you tube: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=2f1avxKLlAU 

In the video, it is called Aqua Vu Claw. 

Article continued on page 6 

http://www.boatingwithdawsons.com/boating-articles/underwater-robot.html
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Vice  

Commodore  

Junay Logan  

House Happenings ñ by Vice Commodore Junay Logan 

 I would like to thank our galley crew for the General Membership Meeting 
on August 26

th
.  The volunteers were: Frank and Sue Bettis, Larry and Marcy 

Best, Ron Nycum, and Dave Mulcahy. 

 I would also like to thank the Potluck SYC Pancakes and Sausage Crew 
for their help with the great breakfast served on the beach, Saturday, August 
20th.  It began with Club Manager Paul Taylor gathering all the supplies for us 
and pre-making the pancake batter and partially pre-cooking the sausages.  
Paul and my husband got the perishable items onto our boat and we kept it cold 
on our boat until Saturday morning.  The Saturday volunteers: Jim and Kay 
Montgomery, Brian and Lisa Schulz, Dave and Hope Mulcahy, Tracy Byrnes,   

Kevin Weatherington, Bob Lygren, Gordon Hubble, Paul Carras, Bob Logan and myself were the 
team.  We served 200 people.  My husband was a huge help in transporting the food and cooking.  
Thank you to all that helped! 
 Please attend the General Membership meeting on Friday, September 23

rd
 to hear who the 

candidates will be for the open SYC Officers and Board of Directors.   
****************************************************************************************************************** 
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Rearõs Views ñ by Rear Commodore Jan Lucas 

Rear  

Commodore  

Jan Lucas  

 As I write this article, I am sitting on the boat at Pier 40 in San Francisco 
as part of the Bay Cruise!   The weather could not be better!   Cruise Captains 
Pam and Bob Lygren have put together a fantastic cruise, with one night stays in 
Rio Vistaôs Delta Marina, Vallejo Yacht Club, two nights at San Francisco Yacht 
Club at Belvedere, a night at Oyster Point Yacht Club, and 3 nights at Pier 
40!  Some shipmates will be leaving their boats at Emeryville Marina, while oth-
ers will be heading to their home ports, with a 2 night stop at Benicia Yacht 
Club!  Pam has paid attention to every detail, including several great meals at 
our host yacht clubs!  Pete Tellier also planned two golfing excursions, one on 
Sunday and one on Wednesday!  The Bay Cruise is always great fun, great food 

great libations, great scenery, and great camara-
derie!    
 Friendship Cruise-In is set for September 
30th through October 2nd.  Cruise Captain Guyla 
Yoak has planned a great weekend with the 
theme "Cruising the Seven Seas"!  The flyer is on 
the SYC website and in the office, with a copy in-
cluded in this issue.  Let's have a great SYC turn-
out and show other yacht clubs how great  our 
club is.   
 Captains Mike and JoAnn Burbridge are 
planning an amazing Blue Angel Cruise during 
Fleet Week in San Francisco, October 5th-9th. 

Whether you come by boat or by car, this is a 
cruise you just have to attend!  It is my under-
standing that Chuck and Shirley Lenert will be 
hosting boat tours on the Bay, so we can all get a 
birds-eye-view of the Blue Angel practices and 
performances!  Please sign up ASAP! 
 Please be sure to "save the date" for the 
Commodoreôs Cruise October 14th-16th.  We will 
be honoring our retiring Commodore of 2011, Ron 
Sheets and his amazing First Mate Judy!  This 
event will be held at our Club! 
 It has been a fantastic cruising season so 
far!  Thanks to all our wonderful Cruise Captains! 

*********************************************************************************************************  
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Sacramento Yacht Club       THE CALIFORNIA WATER CRISIS by Shipmate Phyllis DeLoe  

 In 2007, I attended a Discover Cal seminar at  
Arden Hills and I have been following and have been   
corresponding with Dr Robert Bea PhD PE, Professor of 
Civil Engineering at U C Berkeley. Discover Cal is a series 
of lectures given by U C Berkeley for their graduate   
Alumnae in various cities, at various times, on various 
subjects, in order to keep their graduates connected with 
the Berkeley Campus and what is going on there. At that 
seminar the subject was "The Tale of Two Cities" and Dr 
Robert Bea who did the forensics on the Katrina disaster 
and had worked with the Dutch in the Netherlands, and 
with    keeping Venice Italy from sinking, along with water     
problems world wide with Royal Dutch Shell, and PMS- 
Bechtel among others, and Professor David Sunding PhD, 
together compared the two cities of New Orleans and  
Sacramento and their similarities, one of which they are 
both located in a delta environment. But the similarities do 
not end there, and in case you haven't noticed we are on 
the brink of a real water crisis here that is about to        
become a catastrophe.  

 I would like to familiarize you boaters with what is 
currently under study concerning that stuff you run your 
boat around on. Since 2007 Dr.Bea has assembled a very 
interdisciplinary team of students, and faculty (business, 
law, engineering, social & political science, organizational 
behavior, ecology, public health) to study our "Delta Mess" 
as Dr Bea puts it. He secured a 4 year grant funded by the 
National Science Foundation and he is through the      
second year. He has been working with a large number of 
state agencies and groups who have "infrastructure     
systems" in the Delta and they are all perversely intercon-
nected. However the interconnections are not managed, 
and this is the real problem. No single agency has respon-
sibility for this complex system. "There is no Mom and Dad 
with responsibility for the Delta family, so the kids are   
running wild", and as Dr. Bea says, it is clear that this part 
of California can not continue as it has for much 
longer...much like New Orleans Katrina..."Not if but 
when"!! He also says it is not a "technology" problem (we 
know the fundamentals of what needs to be done) it is not 
a money problem, it is a "society" problem, THAT'S US !!!! 
It must involve the governments, commerce, industry, and 
nature, before we experience an overwhelming failure. I 
encourage all of you to log on to RESIN the Resilient and 
Sustainable Infrastructure Networks projects to learn more 
about what is being done to create, validate, and apply 
new Risk Assessment and Management (RAM) based 
approaches and learn more about what I have talked 
about. One of the possibilities being looked at with the 
Sherman Island Reclamation District is the potential for 
intentional flooding of parts or most of the island. The 

flooded parts would support floating agriculture farms like 
in Mexico and Indonesia and fish farms, eg.nurseries for 
Delta Smelt and other species that have commercial 
value. It would balance the water pressures of the levees 
that are so dangerous, and would alleviate the pressures 
for further fresh water diversions to protect the Delta Smelt 
and provide a home for them. They are also studying   
another proposal to convert the islands to fresh water   
reservoirs .. water supplies for drought years...water    
supplies that do not require dams and are currently being 
pursued in the Netherlands. 

 The engineers and scientists concerned with this 
water challenge know that the California Delta "water" 
status quo is extremely dangerous and risky. "The Dutch 
wonder what we are thinking.....or if we are thinking." We 
are now hoping everything will work out. Hope is not a 
strategy for success. We can pay a little now or a lot more 
later. 

 Another perspective on the problem occurred 
when I attended a banquet dinner where the speaker was 
former Superior Court Judge David Stirling a former three 
term congressman and Deputy Attorney General of the 
State. He is currently with the Pacific Legal Foundation 
and they are representing three small farmers in the    
central valley that have been deprived of water for their 
farms when the government shut down the pumps near 
Tracy, which has devastated their activity. If you recall, 
Sean Hannity attended a rally on their behalf. Judge    
Stirling's talk was titled "California's Government-caused 
Water  Crisis. His book "GREEN GONE WILD, Elevating 
Nature Above Human Rights gives another perspective to 
the problem and points out the urgency that something be 
done about our water problem and soon. I have talked 
with him about his views on our water problems and he 
signed a book for me. 

 All this after a meeting I attended when Congress-
woman Doris Matsui spoke about how she had the levies 
fixed at the American River section of River Park in     
Sacramento after big storms a few years ago caused the 
levies to leak into the yards and houses that backed up to 
them. So now we do not have any more worries about 
flooding here.Huh???? 

 I hope I have alerted you to look into this crisis 
and give me any input you have so I can pass it on. The 
question I sent in advance of his speech to Judge Stirling 
was, "WHY ARE WE GOING HAPPILY ON OUR WAY 
WHEN WE FACE DEATH BY THIRST OR DROWN-
ING?????? It got an endorsement from Dr Bea. 

Message from the editor, Rae Ann Murray:   
Donôt forget to send me your ideas, photos and articles that you would like to see in the news letter.  Email: rae@ramurray.com 
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JET SKI RAMP FOR SALE  

 

Right next to Ice Machine  

Contact:  Commodore Ron Sheets  

(We sold our Jet Skis) 

HOOKER  

HOOKER   It has nothing to do with predatory ladies of the night. Indeed this term for a 

female employed in the oldest trade in the world is derived from an eighteenth century 

Dutch fishing boat. These tubby little boats were robust working boats that tended to look 

somewhat worse for wear or ówell usedô. Hence British sailors adopted the name to describe 

prostitutes who although they had been around for a good while was still óserviceableô. Nice. 

IN THE DOGHOUSE  

IN THE DOGHOUSE   Being in the dog house dates back to the days of slave trading. The 

holds of ships carrying human cargo from Africa to the USA were modified to become enor-

mous dormitories. This left little if any room below deck for crew members to sleep. This 

was solved by building kennel style huts (dog houses) on the deck for sailors to use as 

bunks. Of course sleeping on the upper deck in these hot humid and somewhat air - free 

hutches was very unpleasant. Hence getting into an uncomfortable situation became re-

ferred to as being in the dog house.  
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Sacramento Yacht Club                                               Cruise Photos 

 Sacramento Yacht Club respectfully 
wishes to share with the membership that 
we have lost a fellow shipmate. Just a brief 
history to remind those that knew him and to 
inform others that did not. Ciro and Joan 
were Golden members of the Club and have 
been faithful members since 1973. In the 
spirit of cruising at SYC, an annual award is 
given to an Outstanding Member of the Club 
who has achieved 100% cruise participation 
for that year and is appropriately named the 
Ciro L. Barbaria Trophy.  
 
 Loving husband and father. A native 
of Sacramento born November 30, 1920, 
Ciro passed away on August 18, 2011 in 
Sacramento, California. Beloved husband of 
Joan, loving father to Carl Virgin, Ann Cam-
poy, and Gail Johnson and her husband, 
Michael. He is also survived by four grand-
children and four great-grandchildren. Ciro 
was preceded in death by his son Jack, par-
ents Onofreo and Antonina, and his brothers  

Fred and Frank. Ciro began working in his family's restaurant, The Capitol Tamale Cafe, when he 
was in high school and continued to work there until it was closed by a fire in December of 1984. 
Ciro and Joan lived for many years on their houseboat and are lifetime members of the Sacramento 
Yacht Club. They enjoyed travel and had many happy times in Hawaii and on the beaches of both 
coasts. Ciro will be remembered by his family and many friends as a big man with a big heart who 
never met a stranger, could tell one hell of a story, and was in love with his wife. At Ciro's request 
there will be no services. 
***************************************************************************************************************** 

After just a few fun filled demonstrations, retrieving lost goodies from a 
busy dock, the word will spread along the waterfront and soon, a few 

hourly rentals will recoup your small investment of $695.  

Be the first to show off this exclusive to North America, brand 

new product.  

Order today!  
Start having underwater fun without getting 

wet!  
Make a little pocket change while enjoying your brand new toy.   

Commodore, Ron Sheets ð article continued  

http://www.boatingwithdawsons.com/pbt.php?id=66
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Safety Reporté..                             Safety Officer, Russ Kaiser 

The days are getting shorter and Labor Day has come and gone.  The 
cruisers are on the bay trip and the rest of us are just trying to spend a little 
time on the boat before winter sets in. 
 

Just some things to remember as we wrap up the cruising season.  
Watch for dropping water levels in the river.  Snags and sand bars will appear 
where there were none before.  Weather will start to become less predictable 
so keep an eye out for early storms.  Be sure to use fuel treatment as we are 
heading into winter lay ups.  Inspect dock lines and fenders.  Some suppliers 
are having end of season sales so replace or repair as needed. 

Take a walk around your dock area.  It seems that over time, some folks build up a bunch of items 
that donôt belong on the docks.  Now is the time to clean up the dock areas, especially if you are 
around where dredging will take place.  The dock crew needs access to your area and itôs harder to 
work with debris on the docks. 
 
 Christie and I spent a quiet Labor Day weekend on the boat at SYC fishing off the back.  It 
was a perfect time to observe the comings and goings of shipmates and fellow boaters alike.  It be-
came evident that many boaters donôt know the strength of their wakes.  Itôs important that we all re-
member to slow down gradually way before the marina to prevent the bow wakes from trashing the 
boats at the marina.  Shipmate Kent Baker was pulling off his exhaust manifolds when a particularly 
large boat floated by.  Of course his bow wake had already passed the marina giving us quite a 
shaking. I made a note of the boat name and hopefully will bump into him again. In the mean time, 
we should all remember to watch our wakes. 
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1stð11th  Annual Bay Cruise Excursion  

13 Board of Directors Meeting  

23 General Business Meeting &    

Dinner  

30th ðOct. 2  Friendship Cruise  

Want to join the birthday club?  Send your birthday 

Charlotte Sestito 9/1 

John Feliz Todd 9/1 

Seymour Sterling 9/4 

Carlos Ponce 9/5 

Bob Danelz 9/7 

Don Longee 9/8 

Katherine Van Diest 9/10 

Susan Danelz 9/10 

Ron Jones 9/11 

Bob Logan 9/12 

Cheryl Cameron 9/12 

Pamela Lygren 9/24 

Dick Droese 9/25 

Cheryl Fuller 9/25 

Gary Palmero 9/26 

Russ Kaiser 9/27 

June Melton 9/27 

Chris Weidinger 9/27 

Skip Garrett 9/28 

Natalie Bradburn 9/29 
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Managerõs Musingséé.                                        Club Manager, Paul Taylor 

 Most every food service 
facility is familiar with Californiaôs Health& Safety code requirement that all food facilities have an 
employee certified in food safety (ServSafe).  
Beginning  as of June 2010, the requirements for California food-service facilities    become stricter. 
Senate Bill 602 requires all food-handlers (stockers, preparers, servers, etc.) in a food establishment 
to maintain a valid ñFood Handler Card.ò This new requirement is in addition to current Serv-Safe re-
quirements. 
 The Food Handler Card is obtained by taking one training course (which could be online) and 
then passing a test. The facility is required to have a copy of an employeeôs card, and the law will be 
enforced by the local health departments. 
 Please be assured that SYC is in full compliance of this requirement. On January 25,2011, I 
successfully satisfied the requirements for certification by the National Food Safety Professionals.  
****************************************************************************************************************** 
 

 It is said that you cannot know the pre-
sent unless you know the past.  This is espe-
cially true of boating since the boating indus-
try has been around for millions of years.  We 
hear that prostitution is the second oldest pro-
fession in the world.  It is a little known fact 
that boating is the third. While both are 
equally noble, the boating industry has ad-
vanced much further in its complexity.  
Throughout the ages, boating technology has 
seadily advanced to the level that we see to-
day.  Whether in dugout canoes or jet engine-
racing boats humans have always yearned to 
depart solid ground and hit the high seas, an 
element for which we are completely un-
suited. 
 History is chock full of people who 
have spent nearly all of their retirement 
money on boats.  In this respect, people from 
thousands of years ago are very much the 
same as the people today.  Whether they 
were wearing bearskins, loincloths, tunics or 
bathing suits people have always followed 
their desire to grab the family and hop on 
some floating object to get away from it all. 
 It is to these zany fun loving boaters of 
antiquity that we owe our wonderful pastime.  
We must understand them before we can 
truly understand ourselves. 
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Sacramento Yacht Club Members at Potluck Beach  


