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Commodoreôs Report from Ron Sheets 

WHY YOU SHOULD TAKE BOATING COURSES!  

Find out as the Captain & First Mate  what you actually know 
by answering yes or no to the following questions: 

¶ Do you know the procedures for leaving and            

approaching your dock? 

¶ Do you know the procedures when approaching a  

transient dock? 

¶ Do you know the procedure when fuelling your boat? 

¶ Do you know how to let out the dinghy? 

¶ Do you know how to raise and lower the anchor? 

¶ Do you as First Mate know how to dock the boat in the event the captain is 

injured or becomes ill? 

¶ Is handling garbage on your boat an easy chore? 

¶ Can you tie a bowline, reef knot, round turn and two half hitches and a  

figure eight, sheep shank and clove hitch? 

¶ Do you know how to raise and lower fenders? 

¶ Do you have a procedure for storing the fenders after you leave the dock 

¶ Do you know how to have cold drinking water aboard? 

¶ Do you know what safety equipment is required for your boat and how to 

use it and where it is? 

¶ Do you know what essentials are required in the galley and head? 

¶ Do you know how to keep food for several days with no power? 

¶ Can you read a chart? 

¶ Do you know how to use a GPS, Radar & VHF? 

¶ Do you know how to mosquito proof your boat? 

¶ Do you know how to keep a log and what to put in it? 

If you answered no to most of the above questions , you need to take a 
course and gain some more knowledge, because you are only a guest on 
boardðnot a qualified Captain or First Mate. 
 

If you answered no to some of these questions , you are almost a Captain or 
first mate and still need to take a course, and gain some more knowledge. 
 

If you answered yes to all these questions , congratulations you are probably 
A qualified Captain or First Mate. However, a Captain or  First Mate can always 
learn more and will probably pick up some more helpful knowledge. 

(Commodore article continued on next page) 
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Commodore,  

Ron Sheets  

From the Helm ñ by Commodore Ron Sheets               (continued) 

The Captain ï The captain, according to Websterôs Dictionary, ñis the chief or leader; an 
officer of army or marine corps, in command of a company and next in rank above a  
lieutenant. The commander or master of a merchant vessel. A navy officer entitled to 
command a ship of warò. 
 
For pleasure boats, the captain is the one in charge of the boat. The captain should be 
responsible for the boat and everything that happens in and on it, the helm, engine 
room, driving, navigation, making decisions about docking, fuelling, routes, speed and 
the exterior of the boat. The Captain should know what the boat will and wonôt do, what 
seas she will handle, etc. 

The First Mate ï The definition I found on the internet is ñthe next deck officer below master; also known as 
chief mate or chief officerò or ñThe First Mate assists in the operation of an ocean going vessel, with primary 
responsibility for directing and overseeing the work of the deck crew. The First Mate commands the vessel 
when the Shipôs Master is absent or incapacitated and directs and oversees the work of the deck crew and 
the Shipôs Master when the Master is absentò. Websterôs Dictionary says a First Mate is an officer Ranking 
next below the captain on merchant vessels. For most pleasure boats, the First Mate participates in the      
operation of the boat and is a vital part of the team. The First Mate is responsible for the interior management 
and exterior management of the boat, crewing, etc. in concert with the Captain. In many cases, the First Mate  
doesnôt have to do everything single handedly, but can enlist qualified helpers on board to hang fenders, drop 
the anchor or catch the lines on the dock. I strongly suggest that you order First Mate 101 from Dawsonôs and 
keep it aboard your vessel at all times.  Inside is everything you would want to know from docking to wakes to 
emergencyôs & tips & how toôs on almost all that pertains to handling your boat.  At least check out their   

website.   www.BoatingWithDawsons.com 

http://www.BoatingWithDawsons.com
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 Rear                      

Commodore                               

Jan Lucas  

Vice  

Commodore  

Junay Logan  

House Happenings ñ by Vice Commodore Junay Logan 

 Hello happy summer boaters.  Yes, summer is finally here! 
 

 

 Thank you to Jim and Cheryl Cameron, Gail Klauer, Terri LeDoux and 
friends for the great BBQ on the lawn held on Saturday, June 11

th
.  Those sure 

were great ribs. 
 

 Thanks also to Galley Chef Dan Walters for cooking meatloaf and all the 
fixings for the general membership meal that we all enjoyed on June 24

th
. 

 

 The only thing new happening in the house is that the bar is was painted 
by SYC staff Dee Del Rosario. 
 

I am sure that I will see many of you at the 4S Cruise games at San Joaquin Yacht Club in Bethel 

Island.  Go SYC team! 

Rearõs Views ñ by Rear Commodore Jan Lucas 

Itôs July and we are in the midst of a great cruising season.  So many things to 
share: 
 

Walnut Grove Cruise, June 17
th

-19
th

 
Cruise Captains Carlos and Carol Ponce hosted a fun-filled weekend at Walnut 
Grove city docks. Thanks also to Tim and Lisa Avila and Scott and Erica Keefer 
for their assistance.   Special touches included: 

¶ Great appetizers and libations on Friday evening 

¶ Fantastic fruit and yogurt dishes added to the mimosas, Bloody Marys, 
and sweets on Saturday and Sunday morning. 

¶ Fun-filled bus tour to three wineries, including lunch.  Thanks to Steve and Sandy Piekarski 
for making some initial contacts to the wineries. 

¶ Fabulous dinner at the Ryde Hotel.  Thanks to Chuck and Shirley Lenert for the exciting boat 
trip to and from the Ryde. 

¶ Carol and Lisa gathered some wonderful prizes for the raffle drawing. 

¶ Carol, Lisa, and Erica sold many tickets for the 50/50 drawing that was awarded half to the 
lucky ticket winner (John Feliz) and half went back toward the cruise. 

¶ Thanks so much to Fleet Captain Bob Lygren and his docking crew for getting vessels in 
safely in some treacherous current and high wind conditions. 

¶ Congratulations to Jim Montgomery who signed up early and won the bicycle.  

¶ Carlos and Carol would also like to give thanks to Joe Enos of Walnut Grove for his help with 
gathering raffle prizes. 

Special thanks goes to Carlos and Carol for all their preparations and hosting so many great   
activities! 

 

Lighted Boat Parade, July 1
st

 
The Lighted Boat Parade was held on Friday, July 1

st
.   Nine boats participated, lining up at Miller 

Park at 9:00 pm.   Parade watchers gave the parade participants an exciting welcome in Old Sac, 
Crawdadôs Restaurant, and Virgin Sturgeon restaurant!              

 
 

(Rear Commodore article continued on next page) 
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Rearõs Views ñ by Rear Commodore Jan Lucas               (continued) 

Rear  

Commodore  

Jan Lucas  

4
th

 of July American River Cruise, July 2
nd 
ï 4

th
 

Cruise Captains Tim and Linda Bunyan hosted a fantastic river cruise weekend that included: 

¶ A Dinghy Regatta on Saturday morning, followed by potluck appetizers on the party barge, 

otherwise known as the Lounge Lizard Barge and Grill. 

¶ A fabulous dinner on Saturday night of barbequed chicken, baked potato with fixinsô, cole 
slaw, corn on the cobb, and baked beans.   Tim and Lindaôs cooking team included Paul 
and Alicia Hairell, Rich and Sandi Solis, and Solisô guests, Mike and Lesleigh Root.  Thanks 
also to Dan Walters for preparing the baked beans and Dave and Victoria Hoppe for prepar-
ing the cole slaw.  

¶ Another Dinghy Regatta took place on Sunday afternoon, followed by a potluck picnic    

dinner on the Lounge Lizard Barge and Grill.   

¶ There was a lighted costume dance on Sunday night at 

the Lizard Lounge Bar and Grill, followed by SôMores at 
the Potluck Beach bonfire. 

¶ Libations and continental breakfast were provided Sun-

day and Monday mornings.   
Tim and Linda want to thank so many shipmates for their 
help and support.  In addition to their cooking team, thanks 
should also go to: 

¶ Consultation and/or barge repair with Port Captain 

Chuck Lenert, PICYA Delegate and PC Russ and 
Christie Kaiser, PC Bob Lygren, PC Gordon and Kevin 
Hubble, Joe and Sharon Mayes, Stan Westerlund, Bob 
Edwards, PC Jonathan Barker, and Rae Ann Murray, 
Wingdammer Editor. 

¶ Assistant Port Captain John Hardin and Frank Gardner, 

Coast Guard Auxiliary, for transporting the party barge. 

¶ Ron Sheets for providing DJ music on Saturday an 

Sunday nights. 

¶ Judy Sheets and Jan Lucas for assisting with meals 

provided on the party barge. 

¶ Bob Danelz for his assistance installing safety bars 

over the ramp to the barge. 

¶ David Hite for preparing a beach walkway through the 

bushes to the barge and building a fantastic bonfire on 
the beach. 

¶ Rob Massick and Tracy Byrnes for serving on the 

barge. 

¶ Pete Tellier (AKA Dean Martin) for performing on the 

barge.   
Thanks to Tim and Linda for all your hard work and dedica-
tion to making the American River Cruise a memorable 
event! 
 
 

Delta Cruise, July 8
th

 ï 15
th

 
Cruise Captains Jonathan and Nancy Barker have planned 
port destinations that include Walnut Grove, Discovery Bay 
YC/Marina, Village West YC, and Windmill Cove.  A copy 
of the flyer for this event is included in this Wingdammer, 
indicating the great port destinations that Cruise Captains 
Jonathan and Nancy Barker have planned.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

4S Cruise, July 15
th 

-17
th

  
San Joaquin Yacht Club is hosting this annual event, which 
also includes the Sportsman YC, Stockton YC, and       
Sacramento YC.  This event will immediately follow the 
Delta Cruise.   Cruise Captains Tony and Sue Cardoso are 
seeking SYC shipmates to participate in the 4S games, 
which include beach volleyball, horseshoes, liars dice, pool, 
scrabble, dominoes, backgammon, bocce ball, cribbage, 
pinochle, snake, darts, and dinghy races.  If you plan to 
attend the 4S Cruise by boat or car/RV, please register di-
rectly with San Joaquin Yacht Club.  A copy of the flyer for 
this event is included in this issue of the Wingdammer.  
 

Miller Park Cruise, August 5
th

-7
th

  
Due to high water issues, Rio Ramazo Marina has not 
been able to complete installation of the guest dockage for 
this cruise.  Therefore, Cruise Captains Pete and Pam   
Tellier are planning an alternative location at Miller Park.  
Pete is working with CCYC Commodore Bruce Money-
maker to plan a Friday evening joint event.  Other tentative 
activities include a possible tour of the underground tunnels 
in Old Sac, followed by a great dinner in an undetermined 
restaurant in Old Sac.   A flyer will be sent as soon as plans 
are finalized. 
 

Bay Cruise, September 1
st

-11
th

 
Cruise Captains Pam and Bob Lygren have arranged some 
port destinations for this cruise, including Delta Marina in 
Rio Vista, San Francisco YC at Belvedere, South Beach at 
Pier 40 and Benicia.    
 

Friendship Cruise -In to SYC, Sept. 30 -Oct 2   
Cruise Captains for this annual cruise ARE STILL 
NEEDED.  Matt and Monique Smith will be the CCYC    
liaisons assisting in the planning.  Other yacht clubs will 
also be invited.  More information to follow. 
 

Blue Angels Cruise, Oct. 5
th

-9
th

 
Cruise Captains Mike and JoAnn Burbridge, with the assis-
tance of Port Captain Chuck and Shirley Lenert, are plan-
ning this cruise, in lieu of the Ocean Cruise.   An informa-
tional flyer is included in this issue of the Wingdammer. 
 

In addition to all the hard work our Cruise Captains put into 
these cruises, we also want to thank our SYC staff for their 
support and assistance, including Club Manager Paul   
Taylor, Fran Dulaney, and Mike OôHara.   Pictures for the 
Walnut Grove Cruise and the American River Cruise are 
included in this issue of the Wingdammer. 
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Sacramento Yacht Club                 American River Cruise Photos            
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Sacramento Yacht Club                                     Upcoming Cruise Flyers  
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Sacramento Yacht Club                     Walnut Grove Cruise Photos                       
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Steve Piekarski 7/1 

James Drinkard 7/1 

Dave Mulcahy 7/2 

Scott Keefer 7/4 

Bob Wright 7/9 

Larry Best 7/11 

PC Terry Thomas 7/14 

Want to join the birthday club?   

Send your birthday date to rae@ramurray.com   

 

¶ July 1st; Lighted Boat Parade 

¶ July 2nd - 4th; American River Cruise 

¶ July 8 - 14th; Delta Cruise 

¶ July 16 - 17th; Annual 4S Games @ San Joaquin Yacht Club 

¶ July 19th; Board of Directors Meeting 

¶ July 29th; General Business Meeting & Dinner 

JET SKI RAMP FOR SALE 
Right next to Ice Machine        

Contact:  Commodore Ron Sheets

(We sold our Jet Skis) 

Message from the editor, Rae Ann Murray:   
Donôt forget to send me your ideas, photos and articles that you would 
like to see in the news letter.  Email: rae@ramurray.com 

Peter Robertson 7/16 

Robert Mills 7/16 

Paul Russell 7/17 

Harold Alves 7/20 

Martin Fewell 7/21 

Rob Connelly 7/25 

Carlos Ponce 7/30 

Paul Hairell 7/31 


